
We are so excited to welcome you back!

Branches are now open! We Missed you!

The Monroe County Library System is overjoyed to welcome the public back to the branches. 
“After safely providing curbside service for three months, we are pleased to have the 
opportunity to move on to the next phase of our re-opening plan,” said Nancy Bellaire, Director 
of the Monroe County Library System.
 

Open By Appointment
Library branches are open by appointment for patrons to browse open collections and use the 
computers. Appointments are available in one hour increments. Patrons are invited to contact 
their local branch to set up an appointment. In keeping with recent guidelines and health orders, 
branches are operating at reduced capacity. Walk-ins will be accommodated when possible, 
until facilities reach capacity. 

Returned Items & Additional Services
Previously checked-out items may be returned to any branch of the Monroe County Library 
System. To minimize the spread of the COVID-19 virus, all items are quarantined for a period of 
four days upon return to the Library. Items will remain checked-out on patron accounts during 
this quarantine time, but no late-fees will be accrued. After four days of quarantine, items will 
be checked-in and will no longer appear on patron accounts.

Curbside service remains an option for those who prefer a touchless library experience. 
Computers will be self-service, and available for one hour sessions. All branches also provide 
mobile printing, allowing patrons the opportunity to print from their personal devices. More 
information about mobile printing can be found at https://bit.ly/mclsreopens. To inquire about 
Senior Delivery or Curbside service for senior patrons, please call 734-241-5770 and ask for 
Library in Motion.
 
Keeping the Community Safe
Throughout the Monroe County Library System, enhanced safety protocols have been put in 
place to protect both patrons and staff. All library staff have received COVID-19 Preparedness 
and Response Training and will be wearing face coverings. Plexiglas shields have been installed 
at each of the 16 branches of the Monroe County Library System. Increased disinfecting 
schedules, particularly for high-touch surfaces, have been established.

Patrons will be asked to comply with state health orders and best practices as outlined by the 
CDC and local health officials. This includes wearing face coverings, maintaining social distance, 
and frequent hand washing.

Featured Inside:

Library 
Branches
Now Open

Letter from 
the Director

Kids Corner:
Education 

at Home

Online
Programming

Rundown

Go Green

For more 
information about 

our re-opening 
procedures, please 

visit us online at  
bit.ly/mclsreopens

Fall 2020
Newsletter



  

During the challenges brought on by COVID-19, the Library is actively striving 
to support parents and students in search of educational resources. A collection 
of reliable online resources have been refined especially for children, middle 
and high school students, college students, adults preparing for certification 
or extended education, and educators. 

These resources are available for you to access free from home. Some may 
require your library card number or a Michigan State ID to log in.  If you need 
a card, you can download a library card registration form and return it to your 
local branch.

I write with sincere hope that this letter finds you and your families safe and well. During this month of November, 
which we traditionally celebrate with thanks and reflection, my thoughts cannot help but turn to the events of this 
unconventional year. I believe it is no understatement to say that the COVID-19 pandemic has changed all of our lives. 
As a community, we have come to better appreciate the things that many of us once took for granted— the health and 
wellbeing of family, long phone calls with friends and loved ones, a good laugh to ease our minds, and technology that 
makes human connection possible, even at the strangest of times.

At the Monroe County Library System, we worked throughout the closure of our physical branches to expand our online 
services and better serve our community. We increased patron access to eBooks, streaming video content, virtual story 
times, and book talks to maintain our connection to you. Our Community Librarians, Youth Services staff and other staff 
members have taken innovative steps to continue to provide engaging and educational programs. If you have not had 
the opportunity to do so, I encourage you to explore our Online Programming events at https://bit.ly/virtualmcls. You 
will discover a diverse selection of content which we continue to expand and develop regularly.

You have been in our thoughts throughout the closing. We are committed to keeping you, our coworkers, and our 
community safe and healthy. We have installed plexiglass shields at our circulation desks. Computer stations and 
furniture have also been rearranged to accommodate best practices in social distancing. All returned materials are 
quarantined before being placed back into circulation. We are working with local officials as well as our colleagues at 
other libraries, to stay up to date on the latest developments.

Our staff is so very pleased to welcome you into our branches once again. As you may know, over the summer Monroe 
County voters approved our renewal and chose to continue to provide essential library services in our community. We 
are overwhelmed with gratitude and appreciation for your ongoing support. I speak for all of us here at the Library 
when I say that we are so very proud to be a part of Monroe County, and we look forward to continue serving you.

With the greatest of thanks, 

- Nancy Bellaire 

Education at Home

Find these tools on the Library’s website at: bit.ly/mclseducationathome

Helpful videos, 
including how to 
get a library card 
and search the 
online catalog, are 
also provided.

Discover services such as:
Overdrive Libby / RB Digital, Hoopla, and 
Kanopy

Children and Elementary School 
resources, such as: 
Culture Grams. NoveListK-8, and World 
Book for Kids

Middle and High School resources, 
such as:
Middle Search Plus, Opposing Viewpoints 
in Context, and Read It! 
 
Help for College Students, such as:
Education Source, Political Science 
Complete, Vocational Studies Premier
 
Adults education assistance, such as:
GCF Learn Free, and Opposing Viewpoints 
in Context
 
Resources for Educators, such as:
Education Source, ERIC, and Professional 
Development Collection



Introduction to Downloadables
Get to know the apps used to download books, movies, 
music, and more to your mobile device with the Library’s 
Electronic Resources Librarian.

Kids Cooking in the Kitchen
Let’s get cooking together as 
a family! Discover kid-friendly 
recipes with Miss Michelle.

Library Doodles
Take some time out to doodle with the Monroe County 
Library System’s Graphic Designer.

Literary Libations 
With Librarians
Looking for something new to 
read? Then tune in for some 
Book Talk time! Our librarians get 
together weekly to discuss some 
of their favorite reads.

Medicare 101 Series
The Monroe County Library System and MMAP team up to 
present Medicare Help online, created for those interested 
in learning the basics of navigating through the Medicare 
system.

Painting with Miss Shannon
Miss Shannon shows you how to 
create beautiful paintings in your 
own home.

Tech Help Series
Get help with apps and tech frequently used by the Library. 
Topics include using the catalog, making requests, creating 
a Zoom account, Wi-Fi printing, and more.

Virtual Escape Rooms
If you and your friends loved attending escape rooms, try 
some virtual escape experiences.

This is just a snippet of our online programming. Be sure to 
follow us at mymcls.com, Facebook, or YouTube for more!

Help the Library

Go Green!
The Library loves to bring you news 
about its latest and greatest events and services!  We 
provide this free quarterly newsletter in print and digital 
formats.

If you would prefer to receive a copy of this newsletter 
directly in your email, please visit bit.ly/mclsnewsletter 
to subscribe.

Chair Yoga
Join Jessica Bannon from the Monroe Family YMCA and 
stretch your way to feeling better mentally and physically. 
Chair yoga is a low impact way to fitness and everyone can 
participate regardless of physical or health limitations.

C.R.E.A.T.E with Miss Karen
Join Miss Karen for CREATE (Crafts, Reads, Eats & Art 
Thursday Excitement). New videos will be posted every 
Thursday and will feature a different activity.

Desserts with David
Is there anything more comforting 
than freshly baked, homemade 
desserts? Join Community Librarian 
David Ross and create some 
delicious treats the whole family 
will love.

DIY Crafts
Our librarians demonstrate fun DIY crafts that you can 
make at home. From DIY tie-dye sneakers to fairy houses 
and bird houses, these crafts are a wonderful way to 
spend a creative afternoon. 

Dog Training Basics
Do you have a new dog, or are 
you considering adding a furry 
companion to your family? Miss 
Liz and Miss Bethany share tips 
on caring for your dog, such as 
grooming, basic manners, homemade treats, and more.

Experiments with Miss Amber
Join Miss Amber, Community Librarian, for some fun 
experiments the kids can try at home.

Enjoy programs from the Monroe County Library System 
from the comfort of your own home. Each video has been 
created by our dedicated Library staff, with new content 
added weekly. Be sure to check mymcls.com for more 
videos, or visit us Facebook at facebook.com/mymcls or 
on YouTube at https://bit.ly/mclsyoutube.
 
Take and Make events, Zoom story times, Zoom book clubs, 
and other engaging programs are also available. Check 
our calendar to learn more at https://bit.ly/mymclsevents.

Some of our most popular online events include:



If you love the library and want to help enhance library services and promote library use, we extend an invitation 
to you to become involved in the Friends of the Monroe County Library System. Your membership also entitles 
you to invitations to Book Sale previews, special Friends events, and related Library mailings.
Please fill out the application below, call 734-241-5770,  or visit http://bit.ly/myclsfriends
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c New Membership  c Renewal

The Monroe County Library System Board of Trustees
Bernie Smith, Chair w Catharine Calder, Vice Chair w Michael Grodi, Secretary  

Maryanne Bourque, Trustee w Beth LaPensee, Trustee w Director: Nancy Bellaire

Become a Friend of the Library!

Classes of membership: 
Individual (annual)-$10.00
Family (annual)-$15.00
Senior (annual)-$5.00
Junior (annual)-$2.00
Life-$200. 
We also welcome corporate sponsors.  Please call the library for details.

Name: ..........................................................................................................................................................................

Address: ........................................................................................................ Phone: ...............................................

City: ....................................................................................... State: ........................ Zip: .......................................

Please make checks payable to FRIENDS OF THE MONROE COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM.

Joining the FRIENDS of MCLS entitles you to membership in your local FRIENDS 
group. With which branch library would you like to be affiliated? .............................

What would you like FRIENDS to support? 
Books  c     Technology c           Programs c              Beautification c 
Other? .......................................................................................................................................

Holiday Closings
All branches of the Monroe County 
Library System will be closed:  
November 26, 2020 -  Thanksgiving Day
December 24, 2020 - Christmas Eve
December 25, 2020 -  Christmas Day
December 31, 2020 -  New Year’s Eve
January 1, 2021 -  New Year’s Day

Your Monroe County Library System
840 South Roessler Street
Monroe, MI  48161-1557

To receive this newsletter electronically, 
please visit bit.ly/mclsnewsletter

mymcls.com


